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About the Book

Under the Big Tree is the first book written for a 
general audience about neglected tropical diseases 
(NTDs). It aims to explain these diseases and their 
complications, and to raise awareness for the growing 
movement to bring an end to NTDs. The book is 
written in the first-person and relies on personal 
history, research, and interviews with many—though 
not all—of the heroes working to bring an end to the 
suffering caused by NTDs.

UndertheBigTreeBook.com
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About the Guide

This guide offers questions for each chapter, 
prompts for a deeper dive into a specific subject, 
and suggestions for reading primary sources. 
Videos about NTDs can be found through Google 
and YouTube, and on the websites of the END Fund, 
Sightsavers, The Carter Center, the Rockefeller 
Foundation, and others.
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1. WHAT IS A COUP D’ETAT? 
Why do you think humanitarian aid is suspended and international sanctions  
are imposed followed coups?

2. WHY DO YOU THINK “DISASTERS CAN BE MORE 
COMPELLING FOR FUNDRAISING?” 
Research and compare fundraising statistics of natural and man-made disasters 
v. long-term, non-emergency fundraising.

3. AGLER SEES AN OPPORTUNITY TO “SHOW VALUE” OF  
THE END FUND. WHEN HAVE YOU HAD TO “SHOW VALUE?”

4. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION “WALK THE WALK?” 
Give some examples from your life of “walk the walk” and “talk the talk.”

5. ONE HUNDRED PEOPLE 
AND ORGANIZATIONS 
TURNED AGLER DOWN. 
Describe a time when you have 
worked hard for something 
despite a lot of rejection. 

CHAPTER 1

Crisis and 
Collaboration
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6. AT THE END OF CHAPTER 1, A MASS DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
(MDA) HERALDS THE CONTINUATION OF MALI’S NTD PROGRAM. 
a. How are the treatment and prevention of diseases handled in your community?

b. What does the griot do? Who performs these responsibilities in your 
community?

7. DEFINE CONTROL, ELIMINATION, AND ERADICATION IN 
TERMS OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

8. LOOK ON THE WHO WEBSITE FOR CURRENT ELIMINATION 
MILESTONES FOR LF, RIVER BLINDNESS, AND TRACHOMA. 
Compare this information to the list in the footnote in chapter 1. 

9. RESEARCH THE 
STORY OF SMALLPOX 
ERADICATION.

10. RESEARCH EVIDENCE 
OF NTDS IN ANCIENT 
TIMES.
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CHAPTER 2

Modern Approaches 
to Ancient Diseases

1. WHAT ENVIRONMENTAL AND BEHAVIORAL FACTORS 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE SPREAD OF TRACHOMA? 

2. WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF THE WATER THAT YOU USE FOR 
BATHING, DRINKING, AND COOKING? 

3. FOR 1 WEEK, WRITE 
DOWN EVERY TIME YOU 
USE OR CONSUME WATER.
Compare with others. How 
would this change if you had to 
walk two miles every time you 
needed water?
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4. LIST THE STEPS MOROCCO TOOK TO ELIMINATE TRACHOMA 
AS A PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM.

5. SUSAN WEARS WRAPS WITH ILLUSTRATIONS TO EDUCATE 
PEOPLE ABOUT TRACHOMA. 
How are people in your community taught about various diseases? 

6. WHAT ARE THE REASONS PEOPLE AVOID TT SURGERY? 

7. HELEN BOKEA SHARES THE STORY ABOUT JOYCE, WHO 
ENDURES A DIFFICULT JOURNEY, TWICE, SO THAT SHE CAN 
HAVE TT SURGERY TO RESTORE HER EYESIGHT.
Who are some people that you’ve known who have undertaken hard journeys or 
made great sacrifices for their health or the health of someone else? 

8. LOOK AT THE GLOBAL 
TRACHOMA MAPPING 
PROJECT WEBSITE. 

9. RESEARCH THE 
ROLE OF TRACHOMA IN 
IMMIGRATION IN THE US 
IN THE LATE 19TH AND 
EARLY 20TH CENTURIES.
What other “tropes of 
exclusion” have been used to 
deny entry to immigrants? 
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CHAPTER 3

Big Consequences 
from Small Things

1. LADY JEAN WILSON SUGGESTED CALLING ONCHOCERCIASIS 
“RIVER BLINDNESS.” 
What difference do you think that name-change made for raising awareness  
of the disease? 

2. WHO WAS ROBERT MCNAMARA? 
Do you think his experiences prior to becoming president of the World Bank 
influenced his decision to fight river blindness? 

3. WATCH THE VIDEO OF WILLIAM C. CAMPBELL’S NOBEL LECTURE. 
Why do you think Dr. Campbell says he is the “representative” of the people who 
worked on ivermectin? In what ways did the other people contribute to the 
drug’s discovery and creation?

4. LIST THE STEPS 
OF HOW COMMUNITY 
DIRECTED TREATMENT 
WITH IVERMECTIN 
(CDTI) WORKS. 
Why do you think this method 
has been so effective?
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5. CREATE A TIMELINE OF IVERMECTIN, STARTING WITH DR. 
SATOSHI OMURA COLLECTING A SOIL SAMPLE IN JAPAN TO 
PRESENT DAY MILESTONES OF ELIMINATING RIVER BLINDNESS. 

6. WHAT ARE THE WAYS IN WHICH THE IVERMECTIN STORY  
IS A STORY OF INNOVATION? 

7. THE TITLE OF THIS 
CHAPTER IS “BIG 
CONSEQUENCES 
FROM SMALL THINGS.” 
WHAT ARE SOME BIG 
CONSEQUENCES THAT 
COME FROM SMALL 
THINGS—WITH NTDS 
AND ELSEWHERE? 
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CHAPTER 4

Empowerment  
and Humility

1. WHAT IS STIGMA? 

a. Why would there be a stigma with respect to NTDs such as LF?

b. What are the consequences of stigma?

c. What are stigmas in the society in which you live? How could these stigmas  
be dismantled? 

2. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE UNANSWERED MEDICAL 
QUESTIONS REGARDING LF? 

3. WHAT DOES 
MORBIDITY MEAN?
What is morbidity 
management? 
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4. HOW DID DR. GERUSA DREYER CHANGE THE WAY PEOPLE 
WITH LF RECEIVE CARE? 
What resistance did Dr. Dreyer encounter when she first presented her ideas 
to the LF medical community? What do you think explains this resistance?

5. DR. MWELE MALECELA SAYS THAT “WHEN YOU HAD A 
MINISTER OF HEALTH KNEELING TO WASH THESE PEOPLE’S 
FEET, IT WAS VERY POWERFUL.” 
Why do you think this was very powerful? 

6. LIST AND DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH DR. MALECELA 
BUILT A STRONG TANZANIAN TEAM. 

7. DR. MALECELA RECOUNTS TURNING DOWN LARGE 
AMOUNTS OF MONEY SO THAT HER NGO COULD REMAIN TRUE 
TO ITS VALUES. WHAT IMPACT DO YOU THINK THAT DECISION 
HAD ON THE ORGANIZATION? 
Describe a time when you or someone you know turned down money,  
or something valuable, in order to keep your integrity. 

8. THE TITLE OF 
THE CHAPTER IS 
“EMPOWERMENT AND 
HUMILITY.” DEFINE 
THESE TERMS. 
How do you think 
empowerment and humility 
apply to the people who are 
profiled in this chapter?



14 Under the Big Tree   Teaching Resources

CHAPTER 5

Worms, Maps,  
and Money

1. “SOIL-TRANSMITTED HELMINTHS” (STH) REFERS TO THREE 
PARASITIC WORMS: HOOKWORM, ROUNDWORM, AND WHIPWORM. 
Describe the worms, transmission cycle, pathology, treatment, and prevention of 
each of these diseases. 

2. READ NORMAN STOLL’S LECTURE “THIS WORMY WORLD” 
(WHICH CAN BE FOUND ONLINE). 

3. LIST THE WAYS IN WHICH THE ROCKEFELLER SANITARY 
COMMISSION WORKED TO “ERADICATE” HOOKWORM. 
What finally contributed to the end of hookworm in the American South?  
Why has there been a resurgence of hookworm in parts of the South? 

4. WHY ARE SCHOOLS AN EFFECTIVE PLATFORM FOR 
DEWORMING? 

5. WHAT IS THE 
ECONOMIC ARGUMENT 
FOR DEWORMING 
SCHOOLCHILDREN?  
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6. WHAT DOES “OPEN ACCESS” MEAN? 
What can be open access? 

7. THE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND EFFECTIVE ALTRUISM, GIVEWELL, 
AND THE COPENHAGEN CONSENSUS IS THAT GIVING MONEY 
TO A GOOD CAUSE IS NOT ENOUGH: MONEY SHOULD GIVEN  
IN A WAY THAT MAXIMIZES ITS EFFECT. 
Do you agree with this, or do you think that the act of giving is enough, 
regardless of how the donation is spent? 

8. ANALYZE BROCHURES AND/OR WEBSITES FOR ANY THREE 
CHARITIES.
a. How is the organization trying to capture your attention?

b. What pictures do they use?

c. How do they describe their mission and their work?

d. What kind of data do they provide?

e. Would you give them money? Why or why not?

9. HOW IS TREATING 
NTDS A “BEST BUY” FOR 
GLOBAL HEALTH?
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CHAPTER 6

A New Normal

1. MANY PEOPLE ACCEPT SYMPTOMS OF NTDS, SUCH AS 
HEMATURIA, AS NORMAL. WHY DOES THIS HAPPEN? 

2. IS THERE SOMETHING IN YOUR LIFE THAT YOU ACCEPTED 
AS NORMAL, ONLY TO REALIZE LATER THAT IT WAS NOT 
NORMAL FOR EVERYONE? 

3. IN SOME COMMUNITIES, HEMATURIA IN TEENAGE MEN  
IS REGARDED AS “MALE MENSTRUATION.” 
What are other examples of myths that have evolved to explain medical mysteries? 

4. RESEARCH THE 
WAYS IN WHICH 
SCHISTOSOMIASIS HAS 
PLAYED A ROLE IN 
ANCIENT AND MORE 
RECENT MILITARY 
CAMPAIGNS. 
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5. EXAMINE AND COMPARE THE LINK BETWEEN POLITICS AND 
DISEASE PREVENTION IN THE CASES OF CHINA AND EGYPT 
DESCRIBED IN THIS CHAPTER.  

6. HOW DOES SCHISTOSOMIASIS MAKE A PERSON MORE 
VULNERABLE TO OTHER DISEASES, SUCH AS HIV/AIDS? 

7. RESEARCH ETHIOPIA’S 
EFFORTS TO COMBAT 
NTDS. 
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CHAPTER 7

Stone Soup

1. LIST ALL OF THE PLAYERS AT THE LONDON DECLARATION. 

2. WHY WAS IT REVOLUTIONARY FOR THE PHARMACEUTICAL 
COMPANIES TO UNITE AGAINST NTDS? 

3. WHAT IS MEANT BY THE CHAPTER’S TITLE, “STONE SOUP?” 
What is an example from your life of stone soup? 

 

4. WRITE THE TIMELINE 
OF NTD MILESTONES 
FROM 2006 TO THE 
PRESENT DAY. 
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5. IN 2006, A GROUP OF SCIENTISTS CAME UP WITH  
THE TERM “NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES.” 
Do you think this was a good name for these diseases? What other name might 
you have given them, as a group?  

6. WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THE CRISIS IN RWANDA  
THAT DR. JULIE JACOBSON RESPONDED TO? 

7. DR. NANA-KWADWO BIRITWUM ASKS BILL GATES TO 
SWALLOW SEVERAL LARGE PILLS, TO DEMONSTRATE THE 
IMPORTANCE OF TRUST. 
How do you establish trust with someone you’ve just met? How would you earn 
people’s trust if you were going door-to-door, distributing medicine?

 

8. WATCH THE VIDEO 
OF THE LONDON 
DECLARATION IN 2012.

9. READ THE WORLD 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
FROM 1993.
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CHAPTER 8

Unfrozen Moment

1. WHAT DOES THE CHAPTER TITLE, “UNFROZEN MOMENT,” 
REFER TO? 
What are some other unfrozen moments in history? 

2. WHAT IS A FUND MODEL FOR FINANCING? 

3. HOW DID THE FOUR LEGATUM PARTNERS APPLY THE FUND 
MODEL TO THE PROBLEM OF NTDS? 
Why does Tope Lawani think the fund model is right for addressing NTDs in Africa? 
 

4. RESEARCH THE 
HISTORY OF USAID. 
When was it created? What 
other programs does it 
fund? What is its budget as 
a percentage of the total US 
budget? 
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5. WHAT IS PEPFAR? 
How did it originate? What are some its achievements?  

6. AT THE END OF THE CHAPTER, DR. BILL FOEGE SAYS, “WE 
DON’T DO ANYTHING ALONE AS INDIVIDUALS. EVERYTHING 
WE DO INVOLVES A COALITION OF SOME KIND.” 
What are some examples of coalitions in your life? 

7. READ ANDREW JACK’S 
ARTICLES ON NTDS IN 
THE FINANCIAL TIMES.

Jo
na

th
an

 O
lin

g
er

 a
nd

 L
in

d
sa

y 
B

ra
nh

am
 o

f 
D

TJ
 /

 T
he

 E
N

D
 F

un
d



22 Under the Big Tree   Teaching Resources

CHAPTER 9

Strengthening 
Health Systems

1. DEFINE VERTICAL PROGRAMS AND HORIZONTAL SYSTEMS. 
What are some examples of these in your life? 
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2. LIST THE STEPS TAKEN 
BY THE END FUND AND 
AMANI GLOBAL WORKS 
TO MAP AND TREAT IDJWI. 
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3. THE KINGS FROM THE NORTH AND SOUTH OF IDJWI CAME 
TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST MDA. 
What is the significance of this? What are other examples of estranged people  
or opposing organizations coming together for a medical program? 
 

4. DR. JACQUES 
SEBISAHO AND AMANI 
GLOBAL WORKS BUILT 
IDJWI’S HEALTHCARE 
SYSTEM FROM SCRATCH. 
What have you seen or been 
part of that was built entirely 
from scratch?  
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CHAPTER 10

The Last Twenty 
Centimeters

1. DEFINE “CAPACITY” AS A PUBLIC HEALTH TERM. 

2. WHAT WERE THE CAUSES AND RESULTS OF THE ZIMBABWE 
WAR OF LIBERATION? 

3. RESEARCH 
THE HIGHERLIFE 
FOUNDATION. 
Why was it created  
and what is its mission? 
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4. RESEARCH GLOBAL SHAPERS. 
Is there a Global Shapers hub near you and, if so, what is its focus? 

5. LIST THE STEPS FOR APPLYING TO ITI.  

6. THE ITI APPLICATION 
ENCOURAGES PEOPLE 
TO “SPEAK FRANKLY.” 
What issues are hard for you 
to speak frankly about? Why? 
What could make it easier? 
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CHAPTER 11

Homegrown 
Philanthropy

1. DEFINE UBUNTU. WHAT ARE EXAMPLES OF UBUNTU  
IN YOUR LIFE? 

2. DEFINE AND DISCUSS THE SIMPLE, COMPLICATED,  
AND COMPLEX ARGUMENTS FOR ENDING NTDS. 

3. WATCH SPEECHES 
BY QUEEN SYLVIA AND 
TSITSI MASIYIWA AT 
THE 2017 AFRICAN 
PHILANTHROPY FORUM. 
 

4. READ JOHN DONNE’S 
POEM, “NO MAN IS AN 
ISLAND.” 
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What will the future be?

It could be this:

These diseases plagued humans 
for thousands of years. Then, 
following radical advancements 
in medicine, technology, and 
global collaboration, they didn’t.

—Under the Big Tree
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